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“They sold their property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.” (Acts 2:45)
“No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they
shared everything they had.” (Acts 4:32)
“…from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought
the money from the sales and put it at the apostles feet, and it was distributed to anyone
who had need.” (Acts 4:35)
“In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they
were able, even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us
for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. And they exceeded our
expectations: They gave of themselves first.” (2 Corinthians 8:2-5)
“But since you excel in everything – see that you also excel in this grace of
giving.” (2 Corinthians 8:7)
“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by
comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through
his poverty might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9)
“For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one
has, not according to what one does not have.” (2 Corinthians 8:12)
“Remember this: ‘Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously.’ Each one of you should give what
you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. And God who is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things
at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8)
“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the
Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of
the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience
that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity
in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts
will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to
God for his indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:12-15)

